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lit: \ imimtiCiaa.
Mayor Richardson giivc u bit of ex-!

ccllcnt liiivlcc to tli» business men »>t|
Richmond when, lit the recent nicot¬
ine; in Hie interest of the new Form!
of city government, lie nrge.i lliem loi
become politicians. IJy that lie «Ii«!
not mean that he would have every
good citizen a professional politician,!
but that he would have lilni a stu-j
. lent of poll I Ics. familiar with the jproblems of the city, its needs. Its of¬
fices and Iis ulllcers. Thai eltlisell is
best who knows his city and will hyj
a din- participation in politics aUvaiieej
the Interest of his clly.
Kvcry progressive citizen should be,

a pollliclaii just at this time. A move-!
incut for a bettor lorm of city gov-1
eminent is on foot, and that move-,
mcut requires the aid id" bycry citizen
who would promote the prosperity und
prominence of Richmond. If this is
not the time for the citizen to go into
politics, h«1 ought never to go into(
politics. Here we have it splendid
plan for n more effective and efficient
city government, a plan which Is the
result of life long labor and study of
(i eonimlttoo Of patriotic and able citi¬
zens, n plan which Is based on the ex¬

perience of American municipalities.
This plan ought to go through, be¬
cause it will give Richmond better
government und give every citizen. hi*
money's worth. Tin« adoption of tho|
governmental .scheme will put the
city's business on u business basis and!
have It. conducted by business men on,
business principles, livery man who]
is for h greater Richmond should
bnelc the plan, not half-heartedly, but
actively and vigorously.
To the end that this plan may suc¬

ceed, let every citizen be a politician
To.- the time being. There is work for
liln: to do, plenty of it, hut the two
mein things tor him lb dp riroi

Lot tho Councllinc.i from his ward
know thai he favors the plan.
Lot him qualify to vote,
rise Council will adopt the novi-

plan, if it is made clear to the ma¬

jority of its members that their con¬
stituents desire its passage. That is
why every citizen should tell his rep¬
resentative in Council how lie stands.)Bvery citizen should qualify to vote,,
because his political Influence Is doti-jbled when it is known that he has u
vote. Councllmen give our to the vot¬
er, but pay little heed to the good gov¬
ernment advocate who has no ballot.
The present qiuilitlcd electorate of the
city is limited almost wholly to of-;
flccholdcrs and large property owners.
The advocate of better government
for Richmond, by qualifying to vote,
will put himself Iii a position where he
can defeat in the April flection those
in Hie Council who oppose progressive
government for Richmond.
He a politician'Stow) jüTci] your rep¬

resentative how you stand, and see to
It that your friends and employes In
like manner talk to their represen¬
tatives. Qualify and get others to
qualify. Talk this plan up. get well!
Informed about It and talk it when¬
ever you can.

If the citizens who want good gov¬
ernment will do a little "polltlcatlng"
now. the new form of government will
be adopted, and a tremendous shove
upward will be given to Richmond.

Tiiia niiiioAii.
With Turkey and Persia now consti¬

tutional monarchies, and China strug¬
gling to become a republic, King
Ci örge is making a dramatic and well
planned play to arouse loyalty of India
hv the great ceremonial Durbar to be
held at Delhi. The Oriental mind can
bo moved by pomp and display where
it cannot be touched by the written or
npoken word. That is why the first
English King e\er crowned Rnipcror
of India on Indian soil will make his
coronation the most iforgeous and im¬
posing- that Western Invention and
ISnstcrn imagination can Uevisi
Raiuhs and Gaokwnrs and NaWabs

and princes will shine Iii Jewels thul
are only to be equaled in India. Ma¬
nhunts with gilded trunks and golden
howdahs will Bliainb'- ponderously be¬
hind and before the wlillo KIiik. All
about his lent, waking or sleeping, for
tt<-- will not trust himself to n house
while in Delhi, Will stand on guard
his own white soldiers, and over hlni
will watch faithful Rikhs. Poison lie
may escape, and cholera and typhoid
Rül it ir a desperate risk for a haled
foreign King 10 parade himself In
Jndia now when oil that land is seeth¬
ing ivilli " ferment of nationalism tht I
shows itKclf chlcliy by writing Inltnm-
inatory articles and throwing bombs
ol the Intent model.

.Much of India Is loyal to Ihe ICngllsh,
The Rajputdna and hill tribes .that is,
I,he fighting'men.anjireclute and trust
i!.,- race that outfought thein, Ben¬
gal' is wholly different. There the
people are In the hands of the .-.lii-
lüted Bengalis, and th^sc. tm inore
they Jeurn tho more rabid they become
and the more timid.. It In the ed li¬
ghted bubll, Ihc oIllc'ehoIdlfiK. English-

speaklrtgr, petty official close In Don-1
gnl, that cuuscs all tho anil-English
sentiment In Iiulia now.
That Is the class from which the'

Ktnor may most expect harm The
warriors will meet him openly, but a

fanatic Bengali may throw n bomb j
that will sot all Hindustan' on fire. j

AX lXnEFEXSlBLE SYSTEM,
-loitorson county, Ala., Is one of the!

largest counties in tho State, and con¬

tains the city ot Birmingham, a mu¬

nicipality slightly larger than Rich-
mond- The fee system or component-
Ing public officers obtains in .Toffcrson
us in all lite other counties, and that
Iniquitous system is causing whole-
sale charges of graft to be mndo
against the ofllclals of Jefferson. The
grand jury of that county lately do-
clnrcd that the fee system Is at the
bottom or It all. and wo doubt it not.
The fee system Is legalized graft, and
the line that separates It from plain
old graft is almost invisible.

til the last race for short ft of Jof- i

ferson county, not less than 1100,000
was spent by tho several candidates.
11 Is sah} that the sheriff's ofllce. pays'
$10.000 the year III big. fat fees. Tho
sheriff's term Is six years, and he can

be counted upon to rukc In about
S210,000 In a s'ngle term of ofllce. Is.
it any wunder that there should be
Buch on oil-fired scramble for tho job'.';
As the Montgomery Advertiser, always!
conservative, says, "when JlOO.Oon is
spent among the voters of one county
it would be ridiculous to iiSsot't that
it was spent legitimately." Every one

must be forced to tho conclusion that
when such a sum is spent voters were

corrupted. When a 'Cundldalo spends
$100,000 .to get in and gets in. let no¬

body worry that he will fall to collect
ull the fees that are coming to him.
The annual fees collected by tho va¬

rious oflleors of Jefferson county are:

nhOrln\. $10,000; judge ot probate, $25,-
000: county bach tax commissioner.
$15.000; clerk of Criminal Court. $15,-
000: clerk of City Court, $l"i,000; clerk
of Circuit Court, $10.000; register in
chancery, $10,000: lux collector. $15,000;
tax assessor. $16,000 Thus, the total
annual sum pifild to these ofllclals by
tho pooplo or the county is ?100,000.

In striking contrast tho Advertiser
draws up ii list or theso big natloiiul,
State and judicial officers whose total
salaries only equal the. amount paid to
the county officers of Jefferson, who I
draw fees: tho President of the United
States, the Vlcc-Presldcut of the
United Stales, two United Stales Sen-j
It tors from Alabama, t i-i i Congressmen, |
Governor of Alabama, Chief Justice iif
the Supremo court of Alabama.

In the next general election the
people of Alabama will vole on a con¬
stitutional amendment abolishing tho
tc< system In Jefferson county. if
that amendment is not passed, the
voters will be, using the language of
tin AdvorUser, "Ihdlffer.ent to u griev¬
ous wrong." "On the one hand Is a

burdensome exaction from tho people
to pay the fes, and Oil the other des¬
perate lighting with attendant corrup¬
tion by the candidates to get these
highlv paid ofllcca."
There Is perhaps no county In Vir-

glnia yielding such tin aggregate ot
large foes lis Jefferson county, Ala..
but the evil Is about the same 111 both
States. Many county and city officers
in this State are tremendously over¬
paid, and we have here the sorry
spectacle of n coiirt cleric receiving
more money than the Chief Justice or

the Governor or o'lher of our Senators
or any of our Congressmen. The most
holly contested place In the recent;
( lection was the treusurcrshlp of Rock-
Inghuin county. There were four can-
dldafcs for In* place, ami n long cam-!
paign. The ofllce Is said to be worth
somewhere-between $S,O0O and $10,000,
and the occupant, In his term, can put
bv twice as much as any tlovernor of
Virginia could. The system which
permits this son of thing is line for
the fee officer, hill it is poor for the
people.

MIXH CONSUMPTION IN FRANCE.
When ..England laid its tariff on

French wines the squires and nobility[were hi the habit of drinking n
bottle or two dally after dinner. Thnt
was why gout followed no fast upon
the heels of the heavy Spanish and
Portuguese wines, which took the
place of Kreuch clarets, It was u go.n-
oration before the British gentry
learned how heady and how strong
the more southern vintages were, und
that knowledge left a tendency to-
wards rheumatism and gout that still
exists. In any event the consumption
ol wine has greatly decreased In Eng-
'.und. and now the total consumption
for the United Kingdom Is a bottle
and a halt n head for each Inhabitant,
Beer, ulc arid whiskey have Vukcn the
place Ol the fruit of the vine for good
and all. But not so 'n 1 ranee- Do-
spile the alarming growth or the use
>>t highly alcoholic beverages the
French nie still u wine-drinking na¬
tion. The magnitude of the wine in-
rttislr! In Kruno Im difficult to con-
eolvo. where in u good yc- taxes are
palo oh more than 1,000,000,000 gal¬
lons, am) there are six bottles in a
gallon! He.'ld.s this Algeria adds an
additional 1100,000,000 gallons.
"A tonncau of 2 '0,600,000 gallons/'says tbe London Times, "is a prettyling.- vessel n thousand ..such Wouldfill a good-sized ship, and w« iiovo tomultiply that by u thousand before wereach Ih'o production of this oneKreuch colony.one-fifth of all thewine consumed u France, or rc-ex-ported. A simple sum In aiiihmetlcShows us that Algeria alone, in one

year, would supply the whole con¬sumption of tiio P,n I led Kingdom fornearly twenty years. Oiiu is stag¬gered by these, colossal iigui'es, which
art vouched for bj tin Kreuch revenue

j returns."
The Pfohleni is not alone, I low 'do

they raise k, much wine, but who
drinks ll'.' The answer, of course, Is

.that P'rarico drinks mos' uf it, with au

annual consumption of from, 110 to ICO |booties per head, uccordlng to tho
abundance and tho price; and that tho
rest of It Is exported to the rest of
Europe and to other countries more
-thirsty for- vtino than England. In
France natural wines are looked upon,
sifter bread, us tho noxt great neces¬
sity of the pooplo. Henco the vital
Importance of a good vlittugc And
also tho explanation ot the llcrco de- I
mouslrations In the Glrondo und cham¬
pagne districts when the vintage
fulled. Then, as always, soclul and po-
lltlc.nl ngltutors helped to excite the'
people, but It turned out that the real
underlying trouble was not bad laws,!
but bad weuther. v

In Northern France and Germany. Jwhore tho quality of grapes Is liner, j
wlne3 have sold at jmbllc auction as

high as $45 a gallon, and ."grand
wines" bring $r.O per bottle. The hist
rcnulslto for producing such rare and *

delicate wines Is n vineyard situated
near the northern limit of vine cul-
ture on slopes overlooking large
livers. Thero conditions aro said to
be admirably met by tho lands lying
a lung the Columbia, Clearwater and
Snake Itlvers lu Oregon.
The expert vino dressers and cellar-

men have not yet been developed In
those scctlorjs, but with the great es¬
sentials of so'l and cllmute In their
favor the NorthW-ost territory may
readily become a wine-producing Cen¬
tre second.only to Frunce.

SIX'S .SIMULATION.
There was a timely I088OU in tho!

forceful .sermon preached yestcrduy I
by the Kov. Frank |i. Wells, atjtho Broad Street Melhudlsl Church.!
Ills theme was "The Romance and
Tragedy of Sin," and ho Illustrated jIn several ways tho fact that behind!
sin's pleasant mask there is a hlde-j
ous and deadly visage. Sin has a mil-
lion allurements und» attractions, and
tho way is hard for tho young man. It
is so easy to get started on the twist¬
ed road that leads to ruin and death.
so many young men have deceiv¬
ed themselves with the comforting!
sclf-ussuruncc, "i can slop when 1
went to." Evil has illimitable, fnsci-'
nation for tho young, even for those
who have been brought up by godly
jiarent3. Deeply has there been im¬
pressed upon this community the les¬
son ot the prodigal son, whose fath¬
er's forgiveness' could avail naught.
The greatest delusion among young
men to-day Is the damnable delusion
of good-fellowship; thai very phrase.jlingering In the memory, has sent,
ninny a young man to his ruin. As!
Hev. Mr. Wells so well said. "Sin is a
fascination now, young man; It is an
exhilaration. But after awhile It is,
a collision; It Is defeat; it is death." |

M'YMAX'S WORK.
Walter Wymun passed from the |

stage of human activity, and thou- {
sands who read of his death did not
know who he was and what he did.
Dike many other great and useful public
servants, ho cured Hille for the spot¬
light, lie gave thirty-live years of
service to his country.practically all
of his lire.
Wyman was surgeon-general of the

United States Public Health und Ma¬
rine Hospital Service. He had the'
ability tu sec a public, need and supply
It; he wus essentially n man of action.
A simple summary of his wiirk

spouks eloquently of the man. lie
entered the Murine Hospital Service
in 1870, and was stationed successive¬
ly In St. Louis, Cincinnati, Baltimore,
New York and Washington. His llrstnt;-
table work was for the betterment of
the conditions affecting seamen In
the merchant marine, and he caused
many laws to bo passed tor their bony-
lit. Ho brought to notice the treat¬
ment of deck hands on steamboats
plying the Western rivers and of crows
working on the oyster bents of the
Chcsnpeake, establishing a bospiltil for I
the latter. in ISO:: he headed Hie
force engaged in preventing cholera
from entering this country.
Wyinnn rose rapidly in the public

health service. lie was supervialig
surgeon-general of the United Stntes
Marine Hospital Service from 1S01 to
PJ02. He was made surgeon-general
of the United States Public. Health nnd
Marine Hospital Service in 1902, in
which olllco ho remulned until Ills
death, having in charge the adminis¬
tration of the national quarantine law
und Ihe national quarantine establish¬
ments.

It was he who suggested and ea-|
tublishcd the li rat government sana¬
torium for consumptives, lie was in- jstruincntal In securing the enactment
of quarantine laws; the Improvement
of the food and quarters of seamoa;
the regulation of the manufacture und
sale id viruses, serums, toxins. el\;
the creation of 11 leprosy Investigation
station In Hawaii; the establishment[of a hygienic laboratory in Washing¬
ton, und Ihe establishment of tee
Bureau of Public. Health. At the same
time, he wrote voluminously, being
the author of many pamphlets, ad¬
dresses und books of instruction on
[mutters affecting the public, lie ivus
the ma Iii Instrument In sysloniuHsi.ig
and pulling Into effective operation
the machinery w hereby the nation la

!. protected froth the dread pestilence
ol' contagious disease.
The South owed Walter Wyuuin a

peculiarly great debt, under (he Ma¬
rine Hospital Service, and the Bureau
of 1,1 eoIth, the <;u|f const is protected
as ii never was under other .super¬
vision: ihe immunity from dlscaito
brought ab-,lit is worth .millions to ,t e

South
Wymun never wielded mvonl 11 irI ordered luHtolics Into .practice, but i.c.

was olio ot" Ihe greatest lighters ihe
nation had. Iiis task wus not the

'destruction .if life, but Its prescrva-I Hop. and protection. .He fought aI greater foe than any foreign tinny.

disease. Ills nuiiio Is written down
as one who served h*s country well.

"JIAUAME SHI-HUtY" AT" CHLllCH.
It. Dr. Woodrow Wilson was dis¬

pleased with tho singing of that ex¬
quisite hymn, "The Beautiful Islo of
Somewhere." ho would havo been over¬
whelmed with chagrin had he been In
Chlco, Cel., Sunday before last. It
seems thnt In Chlco every llttlo tnove-
inont liaa a meaning ot Its own In
tho Baptist church when the collection
was taken up at triö regular Sunday
night services. While the contribution
bos was being passed, the congrega¬
tion was "eloctrillcd" by a new air,
played by the "orchestra." There was
"a secular lilt" to the tune that made
the church-goer go Into his pockets
and bring It out "In wultz time, .ling-
ling with coins." The ushers, as they
passed the pinto, stepped more lightly
than usual. Most of those at church
did not know I ho air that wns being
played or some of the members might
have followed tlip old-fashioned Bap¬
tist habit of speaking »out in meeting.
Some members realized that Moody
and Sankey never composed anything
like what was lulng played, but It
remained for some of the young folks
to recognize that the orchestra was
playing "Mvery Lltlle Movoment Has
a. Meaning All Its Own," tho popular
waltz number from the popular comic
opera "Madame Sherry."
The Chlco correspondent of the San

Francisco Call, who is probably
aligned With the progressives In the
matter of church music, says that "a
modern musical comedy tune, could be
! ucccssfully grafted on the church
organ pipes and bear good fruit. Fur-
thernioie, there was something like'
vindication for those leaders of Prot¬
estant churches who Insist that tho
old hymn tunes may with profit be
relegated to the basement, while tho
eholr loft devotes Itself to something
more modern."
The Mormons will get those Chico

folks If they don't watch out.

Tho plunct Mars Iiub an extensive
and probably unexplored arctic region.
Here Is a good chance for old Doctor
Cook to conic back.

Voice of the People
Proposes (Srcat 11 Ip'> » p ? *¦

To thd Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:Sir,.1 am a strong b'cllOVcr in thedoctrine .net forth in the call of tho!good roads convention, which is nowin .session in our lair city, and 1 think1 am nut amiss in remarking that It¦»iit have the sympathy and eticour-ae/nuMit of every m«imber of tills com¬munity and every Individual resident<i< tho State in the pushing forward ofIts praiseworthy methods to enlightenth<- public how to heiter und maintainthe country's thdroughfaroa. In this
promotion of the const ruction Of goodroads an enduring benefit will be con¬ferred upon our farming community,and Its efforts are at this time the
more welcome, for the whole countryhas from its birth been waiting for!the <;.i Roads Association to meetand weld the links of Intorcommunica- .
lion. And now thai ll Is here and liasstarted Hs tliiuk-tauks to work we jhope that from the Interchange ofviews, a permanent and concentratedmovement will be made in the buildingof better roads, and providing for theirproper maintenance, and by so doingreceive continual blessings from the
now isolated sections that need aid hobadly. Show them tho way and they ,will gladly walk therein.
Home lime aeo I wrote a letter to IThe Times-Dispatch, which in a mod-

est manner suggested the constructionof a wide boulevard extending fromRichmond to Washington, to be calledthe "Client White Way".a grandmagnificent, highway, with easy accessto each one of its historic highwaysand battlcllelds. Such a road would be
a lasting memorial In honor of a unitedNorth and South. I
Another suggestion, which I believewill find favor In sonic form In the

convention's proceedings, Is tho build-jing of n great macadamized highway.for transcontinental lnicrcomniuiiica jtlon. uniting the Eastern States withthe Western States with one grnndroadway, in width about :!00 feel, fromWashington, D. C., on a line, straightas our accomplished engineers eouldmake it. midway between the thirty- jin tii and fortieth parallels, to SanFrancisco, Cal.. by way of Cincinnati. JSt. Louis, Kansas City, Topeka, Denver,Salt Lake, etc.
In the construction of this mägnlfl-cent roadway employment would bogiven to millions of our vast armyof unemployed for a number of yeurs, jand il would indirectly add to ourwealth and be the means of opening'up to isolated districts quick avenuesto ready markets for the products ofthe soil.
Such an undertaking would, whencompleted, lake rank as tho most won¬derful achievement of the twentiethcentury and eclipse In its magnitudenil other records of gigantic roud-buildlng of the ancients.
A committee might be. within Hieprovince ..f the convention, named tomature a plan for the inauguration ofthis project, and it might be deemedadvisable that such u committee shoulddraw up a suitable memorial to besubmitted to the Congress of tho UnitedStates, asking it to assl.il, If not to

carry out this creation in Its fullest
sense.
Such :. highway would be of inestim¬able value to every landowner andfarmer in Ihe United States, as well

as to the government, In times of

Abe Martin

.Miss Opti.i Moots, who's c be marriedin .laniinry, won't'.'send out any invita¬
tions n:i her new homo is already, fur¬
nished. Ther's alliiK soiiiothln' hrewliVtu Milwaukee l' dagger humanity.

A BOY IN FALL-TIME.
By John T. McCutcheon.

rcvprrirt'.: JIU: 5y Sohn T. McCutohico.] Lit..:;.

THKJiE DAYS BEFORE THANKSGIVING- / helm* I'li just perUnd if, TUfdugmdl oW,.'
peace as well us in times of war.a
Perpetuity to be utilize,1 und enjoyedby those who come lifter UK,
Trusting that the above subject maybe deemed worthy of more than miss¬

ing consideration, while the conven¬tion Is engaged in its ntost humane
and beneficent ilutles, I beg to sub¬scribe myself one of its well wishers.Richmond. I3DWARU S. ROSR.

Querries and Answers
Discovery of Kther.

Will you kindly give me a little In¬formation through your column us towho discovered ether and when It wasfirst used? II. T. J.
Dike all great discoveries, that ofthe anaesthetic qualities of ether wosclaimed by several persons and eachhas hts own adherent p. A monumentIn Sit. Auburn Cemetery bears the

Inscription. "William T. li. Morton, In¬
ventor and revcaJer of anaesthetic In¬
halation, by whom pain In surgery was
averted and annulled; l.-fore whom, inall time, surgery was agony; since
when, science has control of pain." In1863 u bill appro-rlating «100,000 us a
national testimonial to Morton was in¬
troduced into Congress, but failed, asdid a like attempt In ibü?, and IRT.t, but
testimonials accrediting to him theapplication of ether as itn anaesthetic
were signed by the medical professionIn Boston, New i'ork and Philadel¬phia.
The controversy between Dr. Morionand Dr. Charles T. Juckson wus longand bitter. Dr. Jackson experimentedupon himself in his laboratory at Bos¬ton as early as IS-TJ. and lit differenttimes had spoken of the results gainedto different persons. Dr. Morton, whohad been a boarder us well as a Bin¬dern In th" Koine of Dr. Jackson, con¬tended that he had been searching for

a long time for some meuns of re¬lieving pain In his dental work andthat hu hud discovered the propertyof ether independent of Dr. Jackson.The first public demonstration ofthe anaesthetic qualities of sulphu¬ric ether took place lit the Massachu¬setts (Jenbral llospttul, October lti, 1SIC,when Dr. John Warren Collins, as prin¬cipal surgeon at the hospital, removed
a vascular tumor from the neck of npatient.

Immediately after Dr. Morton laidclulm to the discovery, and by theadytce of counsel, he and Jackson ap¬plied for a Joint patent, but as thisdid not close the controversy each sub¬mitted his claims to the Academy ofArts and Sciences qf France, the high¬est scientific tribunal In the world atthat time. Alter two years' consider¬ation that body awarded a prize of2,000 fi'uncs to Jackson for his ob¬servations and experiments and a simi¬lar prize to Morton for having Intro¬duced the use of ether as an anaes¬thetic into surgical practice accordingto the instructions of Dr. Jackron.
Platinum.
Can steel or Iron articles be givena coaling of platinum by the electro-plating process? C. P..Books say thnt "lilt's metal hasnever yet been successfully depositedas a protecting coating to othermetals," and ad,j "the metal to bpplated must be coppered."

La Marquise de Fontenoy
AN interesting story might hu writ-

leu about ultimatums, that Is to
say. the documents that virtual¬

ly announce war. Thai which the lateSir EdWard Menson, British ambassa¬dor ut Paris, was Instructed to present
to the French government til' the time
of the now almost forgotten' Pashodacrisis, was carried by hlni In his pockotfor it couple, of days. He refrained from
complying with the Instructions of the,
Foreign Office In London about its Im¬
mediate presentation, but unofficiallyInformed thq French Foreign" Ministerthat he was holding 11 back. That
gave time to Hie French government
to gracefully retire from the altogeth¬
er untenable position which it had oti-
sinned. Had Sir Edmund delivered the
ultimatum as directed, war betweenEngland und France would htive been
wholly Inevitable, and bolt) nations
owe hlni a debt of graiHude for hav¬ing, ,.though a man -of absolutely no
private fortune, risked his olllco, and
consequently his dally bread, in order
to avert .what would have proved a
very sanguinary struggle.

Italy's ultimatum inaugurating her
war with Turkey, was presented to]iliikkl ».>*'io, .iho Ottoman OrandJ

Vizier, white'the latter was cnK«s«'l
In a game of bridge, at the house ofja foreign friend, at about 1 o'clock in
the morning. Mukkl, who Is n bridge-'
whist fiend, saw that It wag n letter
from the Italian embassy, but laid it

I by his side unopened without paying'
any attention, thereto, not dreaming
Hint mutters had reached stii'll a stage
¦is to demand Immediate action on his
part. I

It was not until a quarter of mi hour
later that one of the women of the;

I bridge party, who happened to be an

j Italian, and who had an Inkling of the
state of affairs, remarked jokingly.
"Had not you better open Hint? It
.may be an ultimatum!" Laughingly,the Premier opened it. His face
blanched, he jumped up and without
taking any time to excuse himself,
rushed off to the palace to inform tho
Sultan that the fat w-as In the tire.

In the case of the Japanese war with
Itussla, lit 1001, the respective ultima¬
tums were not delivered until after
the wur had actually been begun, and
after the Japanese night attack on
Port Arthur had actually taken place.
Volumes, indeed, could be written on
the subject nf ultimatums, and of the
oddities, the comedies, the dramas and
even the tragedies connected with their
presentation, one of the most peculiar
that occurs to my memory at the pres¬
ent moment being that presented to
tho last sovereign Elector of Hesse,
by the Prussian fJcnernl Henry von
RÖfider, whose favorite daughter bad
been Jilted by the elector's son at his
father's Instance. When the elector
failed to comply with the demands enn-
tallied in the ultimatum, the generalJ was commissioned by the Prussian
government to sel/.e him and to placehim under arrest, which was the begln-
ning of his captivity.

j About a year ago, King George; on
the recommendation of the government
und In deference to a petition present¬
ed to the crown by the bona fide mem-1
hers of the Order of Baronets, created

la special tribunal for the purpose of
j determining claims to baronetcies, und
to advise him thereof. Until that timei there bad been no tribunal competentto deal with the matter, such as the
peerage has in the so-callod Commit-
tee of Privileges of the House of Lords.

IThe ctfinsetiuence was thai any one
who wished to do so was free to adoptthe title of baronet.
The new tribunal for the baronetageI is composed of a committee of mem-j hers of tho Privy Council Of the King.specially selected by him for tho pue-iI Pose. Under their direction and su-'

pcrvlaion a list of bona tide baronetsI was drawn up, thatfis to say. of baron-
cts whoso rights were beyond all cavil,.I received his approval, and was official-!ly gaze!ted as the only list recognizedI by crown-and government, Of course..

¦ several people who hud boon using thc|title of baronet and who had been1
omitted from the list applied for aj place thereon and, submitted their
claims to the committee. In three In-jstanc.es tliclr rights were recognized.
while in another ease,,.that of Sir Her-;
bort Perrott, the sovereign was re-iI con'imonded to confirm the title which

I had been borne in consequence of h
very natural error for nearly :jou
years without the original patent be¬
ing duly registered by the College of
Arms.
The committee of the Privy Council

oh the baronetage has now for tho llrst
time turned down n claim, which has
beep In consequence thereof rejected
by King Oeorge. Tho unsuccessfulpetitionier is Edmund Charles Cox, who
«=»¦;:¦, ; -l-!.' .»-.

has been nourishing as a baronet fo»
a number of years, and had his name
recorded as the fifteenth holder of the
baronetcy of Cox of DtnrnanWUy. In
Ireland. In most of the vorks of re¬
ference devoted to the cntnteratton of
the possessors of Kngllrli tMles.
Some years ago, Indeed ..Sir*' Ed¬

mund Cox's name and lite appearedIn the London .'Nineteenth <%nttiry Re¬
view." hh the author of a pVrtlculärlyfoolish article, promulgating a planfor England's summary nrrat of the
naval preparations of tlcriany h>
forthwith destroying every bUtloAhl'pund cruiser possessed by Ihn hitter,
without warning or dcclaratlonbf war.
The baronetcy of Cox DunAanway

was originally crested by lettVB pat¬
ent, dated November SI, 1700. 1. favor
of Sir Edward Cox. Lord Chaii'-Uor Of
Ireland. Sir Rlchatd hat! nine tons,
one of whom became Archblship of
Cashel. "Sir" Edmund Cox. the {aim-
ant. urged his rights to the buraotcy
as Ho: nearest male heir of Wlliam
Cox, the eighth son of the first bannot.
The claimant hud no documentary*-v..
dencc proving this descent, notliug
but mere family tradition. Nor wm ho
able to ahow thut all the dosceildmä
In the mule line direct, or the seen
elder sous of the llrst baronet, and ill
of whose rights would enjoy prioity
to his own, hud become extinct. ill
thut ho was uble to put forward wis
the fact thut the title had been born-
for twenty-one years by his father, th
Rev. George Cox, assistant master a'.
Cheltenham College, and a render ol
the London publishing house of Long¬
man & Co.. until his death In 1902,
when the baronetcy wua assumed by
his son. Edmund, at that time un In¬
spector of police in Dombuy. The only
Official recognition which "Sir" Ed¬
mund was able to produce of his pre¬
tensions wus the fact thut he hud
drawn hla pay until his retirement lust
your, and since then his pension, un¬
der the name of Sir Edmund Cox.
The committee of the Privy Council

In consequence of this condition of
affairs, "humbly advised, ills Majesty
that the name of Edmund Charles Cox
be not entered on the ohiclnl roll ol
baronets, lu respect to the baronetcy
of Cox of Ounmanwuy." and the King
on the strength of this recommenda¬
tion by his privy councilors, rejected
the petition of the claimant.
Owing to the publicity which tin.

ruse bus received. It Is doubtful whe¬
ther the thus defeated petitioner will
have the Impudence to continue to as¬
sume a title which bus been denied him
by the crown, und which .bus been
judicially proved not to belong to' I) I lit
On the otltor hand, thore is ho login
penalty provided by English law for
the usurpation of any nohllury tilleA
unless it be for the purposos of fraud \
in which event the man may lie crimin¬
ally prosecuted for obtaining mone>
or goods under false pretenses.
How wlso has been the decision of

the committee of the Privy Council ü
demonstrated by the fuel that, Ihunkt
to tho publicity of the proceedings, ne
less than lour other beni'eru of the
name of Cox have turned up, who de¬
clare thut I hey are uble to prove thut
they ure descended from one or un-1
ollior of tho elder sons of the first
baronet, one indeed. Captain John
Ilawtrey Cox. formerly of tho Ennls-
kllleu Dragoons, uud u veteran of the
Zulu and Dechuanalund Wars, Insist¬
ing that he bus evidence to show that
he Is descended from Archbishop Mich¬
ael Cox. of Ctisiioi; referred to above,
as Ihn sixth son of the first baronc.l.
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